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During  the past decade, like any other countries in the southeast Asian region, the globalized world has a strong impact upon Thailand higher education sector. English becomes more important as a means of communication  among the world community as well as a means of “international” study. As a result, there is a clear emerging trend of welcoming and opening up “international” education at all levels in Thailand, not only in Bangkok but also in major cities as Wachiraporn Kijpoonphol (2008:31) has stated: “ As Thailand  becomes more and more popular with foreign tourists, as up-to-date information and data are presented in English, and as the country continues to trade more and more in the international market place, so too has the ability to use English become even more important to Thai people and Thailand.” Such trend  is reflected in the Thai elementary education up to higher learning institutes. Both state schools, private schools, state universities and private universities have in their components bilingual language , English program or international program as an option for the students in demand. The Office of the Basic Education Commission in the book“เปิดโลกทัศน์การศึกษาไทยสู่สากล ”(2551:3) reports that The Ministry of Education Thailand deems it important to collaborate with other foreign countries in terms of education .This results in 3 kinds of cooperation framework: 1 Memorandum of Understanding-MOU,2 Framework of Cooperation-FOC and 3 Memorandum of Cooperation/Agreement-MOC/MOG . 

Between 2007-2008 Thailand has 16,361 international students,60.96%  joining the state  education system and 39.04% for private one. Most of them study for a bachelor degree level  which accounts for 65.17%, graduate level 16.37%. Among 16,361  international students ,  the majority are from Asia continent (86.92%), follows by North America (5.78%) , Europe (5.27%) Africa (1.07%), Australia (0.43%) and South America (0.18%). China  represents the majority of 44.62%, follows by Laos 7.95%, Myanmar 6.11%.  USA students are the majority among the western countries which accounts to 5.06 %. Thai language is the most popular field of study for these international students (11.78%) and 4.40% also study Thai culture and Thai studies. Next is Business administration (10.63%) and English language which accounts for 4.38%(บทบาทไทยในความร่วมมือกับองค์การระหว่างประเทศด้านการศึกษา ศูนย์พัฒนาการศึกษาระหว่างประเทศ สำนักงานเลขาธิการสภาการศึกษา กระทรวงศึกษาธิการ พิมพ์ครั้งที่ 1 กันยายน 2549)
 
Evidences for joint cooperation from the Commission on Higher Education in 2005 have shown that many MOUs have been signed between  Thai higher education institutions  and foreign  institutions totaling 471 MOUs. MOU from Asian region constitutes 48%, while  MOU from Europe constitutes 19% and North America  constitutes 15%.  As an individual country, USA  has the highest number of MOU. (93MOUs) China has 68 MOUs and Japan has 65 MOUs. For state universities, education is the most popular field of  cooperation  accounting for 45 MOUs. Agriculture accounts for 38 MOUs  while engineering and science  have 22 MOU for each. Humanities field has the least number of MOU: 21. For private universities, language and culture  is the most popular, business administration is the second and economics and marketing are among the third.(ความร่วมมือทางวิชาการระหว่างสถาบันอุดมศึกษาไทยกับสถาบันอุดมศึกษา / หน่วยงานต่างประเทศ ธันวาคม 2551)

 The book “Study in Thailand 2008-2009” indicates that at present, there are 884 international programs for both Thai public and private universities, 629 of which are programs for public universities while 255  are programs for private universities. If taking a look at the  total number of international programs in the year 2004 which has only 465 programs, it is clearly seen that  the international programs have almost  doubled the number from 2004 to 2008. If classified in terms of level of study, international  master’s degree is the highest in number (350 programs), whereas bachelor’s degree is the second  (296 programs) and doctoral ‘s degree is the third (215 programs). The rest 23 are for others eg certificate program.  Examples of state universities from the provinces that offer international programs are Burapha U, Chiangmai U, Chiangrai Rajabhat U, Khon Kaen U, Mae Fah Luang U, Prince of Songkla U, Suranaree U of Technology, Walailak U.  Of course many  state universities in Bangkok such as Chulalongkorn U, Kasetsat U, Mahidol U, Silpakorn U, NIDA, Srinakharin U, Thammasat U all offer many international programs. Private universities that offer international programs include Assumption U, Asian U, Bangkok Christian U of Thailand, Dhurakij Pundit U, Dusit Thani College, Payap U, Rangsit U, SIU International, Siam U, STAMFORD, St Theresa Inti college, U of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, Webster U. and Yonok U.
As a result of these MOUs,   international cooperations  at the tertiary level can be grouped  into 4  types. 
1 Double degree program. Many Thai universities both state and private offer double degrees with their partner institutions  abroad  for example: 

· Assumption U and U of Wollongong in  MBA and Master of International Business   

· Assumption U and Bejing Language and Culture U (MA in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language)

· Silpakorn U and Perpignan U from France, Institute Vatel in Hotel and Tourism Management

· Rangsit U and CHN Netherlands in Business Administration and International Hospitality (BA)
· St Theresa Inti College and Troy U, USA  and Coventry U, UK in MBA
· Khon Kaen U and U of Regina , Canada in MBA

2 Joint  degree program or cooperation  in terms of faculty/staff exchange, student exchange, for example
· Thammasat U and The U of Western Ontario, Richard Ivey School of Business (BBA)

· Sasin  Graduate Institute of Business Administration  of  Chulalongkorn U and Kellogg School of Management and the Wharton school of Business  (MBA and HRM)

· Chulalongkorn, Faculty of Law with U of British Columbia,  U of Victoria ,Canada, KyuChiu Japan (LLM)

· Assumption U and London South Bank U (MSC in Inter Bus, Inter Marketing, Information System Mgt
· Assumption U and U of Exeter ( MSC in Financial Mgt and Inter Mgt)

· Silpakorn U and U of Technology Sydney (MBA in Inter Bus)

· King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang and RMIT U, Melbourne

· UTCC and Hong Kong Polytechnic U  (Logistics) 

· Christian U and ASUZA Pacific U, Southern Cross U, U of Applied Science

· Dusit Thani College and Le Cordon Bleu  (Joint Bachelor degree in Kitchen and Restaurant Management)
· Yonok U and Baylor U, Babson College,Stanford U

· Mahidol U with Uof Queensland, Australia, U of Victoria, Canada, Chiba U , Japan, Yonsei U, Korea, U of Auckland, New Zealand, U of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

3    Extension of Universities from abroad. Many international universities are established   in Thailand using the same “brand” as their mother  institution abroad. Examples are Stamford U, Webster U. Asian U (though  never uses the same brand name from UK  still follows closely the curriculum of Imperial College)

.
4  Joint Research Center  such as The U of Chicago –UTCC Research Center

Apart from these,  some new changes have been made in education system  in Thailand.  Firstly, many universities which formerly operate in Thai only  now open up English program as an option.  For example, Kasetsart U , Faculty of Agriculture offers a four-year English program “international BS in Tropical Agriculture”, Faculty of Science Chulalongkorn U offers  a Master of Science in Software and Knowledge Engineering, Image Processing, computer Graphics, Visualization, Database and Data Mining areas.(courses are offered in the evenings and Saturdays), NIDA offers English program for a master’s degree in Language  and Communication.  Furthermore, many new specializations are being implemented as a result of this global demand,  for example   Sripatum U  offers master degree’s program in Logistics and Supply Chain; Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn U offers Thai Studies, Chinese as a Foreign Language, French for the Business World; College of Public Health Sciences, Chulalongkorn U  offers  post-graduate programs in specialities like Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicines;  NIDA offers an MS in Financial Investment and Risk Management.  The Most recent joint program that Thammasat U has launched in 2009 is in the area of health science. It offers  the first  international program for an MSc degree and a doctoral degree in Health-related Services  Management with the George Washington U, The U of Alabama at Birmingham, The World Health Organization,  and Pan  American Health Organization. Students in this program will do the internship with the partner organizations.(Matichon newspaper 27 May 2009 page 22).  Christian U of Thailand offers BA program in Hotel, Spa and Tourism Management, a BCA (Bachelor of Communication Arts) in Digital Communication Design. The Liberal  Arts College of  the  Rajamangala University of  Technology Ratanakosin  offers  new elective courses for English  major in “English for Spa” and   “English for Health related service”. Chanapatana International Design Institute offers a diploma of Interior and Product Design and Fashion design  with curriculum from Italian leading institutes. Gemological Institute of America, Thailand campus offers graduate specialist programs in gems and jewelry. Finally, education is becoming commercialized especially in higher education.
As part of the observation  in such trend, I have collected 100 ads from  local  English  and Thai newspapers and magazines  dated  in 2009. These ads are analyzed and categorized into groups   pertaining to their distinctive feature of  “International/commercialised element” that they reflect . These ads are truly a good reflection of what is  the current scenario of  international education in Thailand which has been commercialized as stated by Yavaprabhas (2009:3)” One of  the changing norms in higher education is the commercialization or merchandisation of higher education. This is the direct impact of globalization on the core aspect of higher education.”   As a result, I have divided them in categories as follows:

1  At the school level, we can observe that many international schools   have opened up from kindergarten up to Grade 12.  
Kindergarten level 
Examples are
IPC International Kindergarten in Bangkok and southern Thailand,

Ladybird International Kindergarten in Bangkok and southern Thailand Kids’Academy International Pre-School in Bangkok and southern Thailand, Australian International School Bangkok (nursery & kindergarten only)
St George’s International School, Bangkok and southern Thailand(nursery & kindergarten) 
Pre-kindergarten through Grade 12 or operate through grade 12
Examples are

American School of Bangkok(ASB)

Bangkok International Preparatory &Secondary School (British curriculum)

Nakorn Payap International School, Chiang Mai(American style curriculum)

Garden International School (campus in Bangkok  and Rayong)

 More examples of schools that are not specified as above  are New Sathorn International School,  New International School of Thailand(Sukhumvit rd) , International Pioneers School (Klongsan area) American Pacific International School( Chiengmai) Bromsgrove International School Thailand Bangkok. British International school  is  a boarding school located in Phuket. Old international schools like Ruamrudee International school is celebrating its 50 anniversary while American School of Bangkok has 2 campuses in Bangkok.

Some  international schools are a direct franchise of their mother institution  and use the same brand name  like Harrow  International School (Bangkok), St Stephen , St Andrews International school( in Bangkok and Eastern seaboard) Concordian International school (which  delivers the full international Baccalaureate program in English and Chinese from nursery to grade 12), KIS International School is quite new with Washington International School as its affiliate . 
Some schools are  Thai schools which becomes bilingual school such as Sarasas Ektra school, Udomsuksa school  . Some operate with  foreign partners  such as Amnuay Silpa which advertised the school as A Thai-British Curriculum School.   
 2   International Day care & Learning center is a new business. Examples are “Happy Hippo” in Silom Bangkok and southern Thailand, RC International School and Ruam Rudee Learning Center (day care center for 6-18 months old plus nursery and primary and secondary school program

3 New business on Property sale is being offered, in this case  the property on sale is the English school property.  An example is  ENGLISH SCHOOL for Sale ad

4 Eucation Fairs & seminars 

Many education fairs and seminars from different countries are held in Bangkok and the major cities of Thailand.
· Education UK Talks (2008) which was held in major cities all over Thailand eg Bangkok, Khon Kaen, Chiang Mai

· Study Canada seminar by CEC Network, Canada(secondary schools in Canada)

· Canadian Education Forum ( for secondary schools, language schools and universities, colleges in Canada, annual event) held in Bangkok and Phuket
· Education Australia Expo 2009 by IDP Education Services held at 4 venues in Thailand: Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Khon Kaen and Phuket

· Australian High Schools Information Day

· JEDUCATION Fair  for studies in Japan

· Study in Switzerland Information & Application Day by Swiss Education Group (meet school representatives and alumni, discuss study opportunities in Switzerland)

· Study in Singapore
· Study in Australia & New Zealand by CP Education and Migration Service co., Ltd

· New Zealand Education Fair 2009: A Fresh Start for Your Exciting Future(3 venues: Chiang Mai, Bangkok, Phuket)
· Study in US Fair

· World MBA tour (over 60 top business schools in North America  and European Schools visiting 72 cities around the world)

· Education Fair organized by Thai agents/units  : TATCA Education Fair, Education Fair by Dept of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce, Education Fair by Commission of Civil Servants (annual event)

5   Many  individual foreign universities or higher learning institutes  are running ads and recruit  students from Thailand  directly to go to study at their institutes. Examples are The U of WARWICK through the British Council,
The U of San Francisco,  a consortium of 4 leading UK universities: U of Exeter, U of Warwick, U of Bath, U of Liverpool run a free presentation for master’s degree and doctoral opportunities , The Swiss Hotel Management School, The U of East London(International Law), Bournemouth U, Brillantmont  International school and Switzerland Les ELFES International are recruiting students  through the essay contest campaign  with NJ Magazine and EKTHANA. The U of New South Wales, Australia places an ad  for recruiting students in Thailand with the slogan” Global education, Global networks & Global opportunities”
6   Many  foreign universities or learning institutes especially in the nearby region place ads in Thai newspapers to recruit their English teachers and supporting staff. RMIT  International U Vietnam placed the ad in Bangkok Post and Post Today on November 2, 2008 to recruit lecturers in  specific specializations  to work for RMIT  in  Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam. (RMIT is the Asian hub of the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology University).
7   Many universities in Thailand that offer international programs have competed highly  to recruit  students . 
8   Many Thai universities , schools place ads to recruit teachers  and staff to run their international programs. Examples

· Mahidol University Faculty of ICT places an ad for English instructor and require only native English speakers only. 
· NIDA solicits applications for English instructors, Thai Lecturers and Professors(ad)
· Webster  University (Thailand Campus) seek lecturers in  many areas(ad)

· Harrow International School  also advertises for native English speakers for Substitute Teachers, 
· Rasami International School recruits many teaching positions
· Shrewsbury International School  seeks English support assistant
· NIVA International School requires Secondary Head and Pre-School Teacher, KIS International School  needs Early Year Teachers
· Bangkok Patana School needs class teachers
· Singapore International School (Srinakarin) needs native speakers to teach kindergarten  level

· St Stephens needs   experienced native  English speakers to teach immediately

· A bilingual school looks for native speakers of English to teach various subjects

9   Many Thai universities try to establish their own English  standardized test as equivalent to the TOEFL, TOEIC etc.   Chulalongkorn U comes up with  the  English  standardized test called  CU TEP and CU Best for overall academic standardized test. Thammasat comes up with its standardized test called TU Get. Chiangmai U  comes up with its own English  proficiency test.
10   Many new businesses in education are being set up in relation to such growing demand of  “International education”. 

10.1 A private Institute has been set up to cater for specific international programs such as Bangkok School of Management  established in 1997 to offer Bachelor’s degree program in business such as  Business Administration, Marketing, SME Management, International Business. After joining the institute for 2 years, students can be transferred to partner universities in USA, UK, Europe, Australia, Canada. Apart from the degree program, the institute also offers programs in A-Level, IGCSE, GED, IELTS, TOEFL, SAT, Pre-MBA and Business Communication.
10.2  Companies for translation, translating abstracts from Thai to English, or editing abstracts , thesis in English  are emerging. Eg  International Language &Translation Institute offers translation in English, Thai,Chinese,French,German,Japanese, Spanish.  Another Ad offers services in “ Editing, Proofreading, Manuscript Evaluation”( www.chinarice.org)
10.3 . English language tutoring schools for TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC, SAT tests or institutes that coach other languages eg Chinese, Korea, Japanese are almost everywhere.
· KESB is a school for teaching Korean language(www.sejongkes.com) 
· “Mandarin Professional”(www.tslanguage.ac.th)
· Thai-Chinese Inter School (TCIS) which boasts for American standard is at Samutprakarn (www.tcis.ac.th)
· “PRO Language”has native teachers to teach English, Spanish, German (www.prolanguage.co.th) 
· “InLingua” which  coaches English has 16 branches all over Bangkok “Knowledge House” offers Language Tests Coaching as well as  main subjects (eg Maths, Science, Physics, Chemistry) in English Program,
· “EduTrain Leading group” has expertise in tutoring SAT
· Paradigm Language Institute
· British-American.
10.4 Many new agencies, companies are  set up  as coordinator/ facilitator in  processing  the  Thai students who want to study abroad for a  certain degree  (specific university to study in the selected countries, air ticket, ) or to host free seminar from foreign institutions. 
· Knowledge Plus 
· Mentor International  
· ABICUS Education  
· TTP Education Center & Travel 
· Zenith Education/Singapore Education Center(www.zenitheducation.com)
· Ekthana Hospitality Education Services Co.Ltd hosts free seminar for leading institutes in Hospitality Management  (Glion and Les Roches campuses in Swiss, USA, Spain & China)
· Apex Education Consultant hosts a study and interview day for Nova Institute of Technology, Melbourne, Australia
· Regency Travel &Education Co.ltd(www.regencytraveledu.com)
10.5   Agencies  are set up for enhancing skills in English  and other skills conducted in English during semester break both in the country (summer camp in English ) and foreign countries  ( 4 weeks in UK, USA, Singapore) (many choices for various income brackets)    Life Skills Center co. advertises for Life Skills & Adventure Camp in Petchaboon  for kids aged 10-15 . The camp is conducted in English.    The Prem Tinsulanondha Center in ChiangMai  organizes Holiday Intensive English camp and  Adventure camp. (www.premcenter.org)    discuss problems

10.6   The international schools themselves  organize a free workshop , or a summer workshop  to promote the image of the institution. See the ad of St Stephen’s International school for free workshop “why go to international school”
10.7   There are agencies  for enhancing English skills while getting some money from work eg Work & Travel, Aupair  

10.8   Franchising opportunity     Some are asking for  new business partners to open up the franchising agent.  See example of the ad from Kids Gallery seeking potential franchise partners in creative arts and English language education

11   Many jobs in Thailand mostly  look for the candidates who  have good communication in English.
· K-Swiss Internation ad requires “Quality Inspector’ (good English skills)

· Apt Mgr ad in Sukhumvit area

· ASCOTT International advertises  for many posts in hospitality industry

· IT Programming Manager(Native English Speaker)

· Secretary to Headmaster of Trilingual school

12    There are more “Coaching schools” to offer Thai language for expats who work in Thailand than in the past such as NISA Thai language School, SMIT School, WALEN School(www.thaiwalen.com),  Thai Smile Languages, ARUN Thai Language School, THONG-LOR Thai Language School.
It is clear through these evidences that education is not  managed as a single entity as reflected from The Ministry of Education report (2008: 25)which says that “Through a strong emphasis on participation, partnerships and cooperation, education in Thailand is gradually becoming much more of a shared responsibility”. In addition,  it is evident that the trend of higher education is towards  commercialization and more competition as   Supachai Yavaprabhas(2008:3-5) has stated in the preface of the book “Harmonization of Higher Education”  and   serves as a perfect ending of this paper :

“Higher education has now become a tradable good and service, …. Commercialisation of higher education, in this way, has changed the role of HEIs from passive to pro-active knowledge producers, transmitters and disseminators beyond institutional and national boundaries…..a concerted effort is needed in staying in the course of higher education competition in the globalised world.”
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